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TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: REFUGEES IN THAILAND 
REF: STATE 254055 

1. REGRET FACT THERE IS MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN EMBASSY AND 
WASHINGTON OFFICES WORKING ON REFUGEE PROGRAM OVER STATUS AND 
NUMBER OF REFUGEES IN THAILAND WHO MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE 
INTO U.S. HOPE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, KEYED TO REFTEL, 
WILL CLARIFY SITUATION: 

A. RE PARA 2 REFTEL, THE 600 SLOTS WERE USED FOR ALL THREE 
GROUPS (VIETNAMESE, LAO AND KHMER) DEPENDING ON OUR ESTIMATE OF 
PRIORITIES AT THAT TIME. 

B. RE PARA 3 REFTEL, THE 350 VIETNAMESE AND 250 CAMBODIANS 
MENTIONED IN BANGKOK 22360 ARE ESTIMATES RPT ESTIMATES OF THOSE 
REFUGEES WHO MIGHT BE ELIGIBLE. APPRECIATE YOUR CONCERN FOR 
CHANGING FIGURES OF ELIGIBLES BUT DIFFICULT TO AVOID AS ADDITIONAL 
SCREENING AND INTERVIEWS BRING MORE CASES TO LIGHT. PLEASE 
BEAR IN MIND THAT WE ARE DEALING WITH A GROUP 

OF MORE THAN 70,000 REFUGEES SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THAILAND AND 
THAT OUR ACCESS TO MANY OF THESE REFUGEES IS LIMITED OR NON- 
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EXISTENT. IN MANY CASES WE DO NOT KNOW ABOUT AN ELIGIBLE 
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REFUGEE UNTIL HE CONTACTS US OR GETS INTO ONE OF THE CAMPS TO 
WHICH THE RTG GIVES US ACCESS. UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES WE 
ARE FORCED TO FALL BACK ON OUR OWN BEST ESTIMATES IN ORDER TO 
KEEP AVAILABLE PAROLE NUMBERS WE BELIEVE WE ARE LIKELY TO NEED. 

C. RE PARA 4A REFTEL, EMBASSY CANNOT UNEQUIVOCALLY ASSERT 
THAT 350 VIETNAMESE MENTIONED PARA 3 BANGKOK 22360 ARE IN FACT 
CLOSE RELATIVES. ALL CLAIM CLOSE RELATIVE AND MOST HAVE 
PRODUCED LETTER FROM CLOSE RELATIVE OR NAME AND ADDRESS ALLEGING 
CLOSE RELATIVES IN THE U.S. HOWEVER, ONLY INS CAN MAKE FINAL DECI- 
SION WHETHER PROOF PRESENTED BY REFUGEE WILL BE ACCEPTED AS SUFFIC- 
CIENT TO QUALIFY REFUGEE AS CLOSE RELATIVE. (REFTEL SEEMS TO IMPLY 
THAT EMBASSY MAKES THIS DECISION. BUT THIS IS NOT THE CASE.) 

C. RE PARA 4B REFTEL, THE 333 VIETNAMESE WHO ARE ESTIMATED 

TO QUALIFY EXCEPT FOR JULY FIRST CUT-OFF DO NOT INCLUDE ANY OF THE 
125 VIETNAMESE AND BLACK THAI ESTIMATED IN UDORN 1291. CONCERNING 
THESE 333 VIETNAMESE, WHO ARRIVED AFTER JULY 1 CUT-OFF, MOST 
QUALIFY UNDER EXPANDED CATEGORY III (I.E.,"MORE DISTANTLY 
RELATED") RATHER THAN CATEGORY I AS ERRONEOUSLY REPORTED IN 
BANGKOK 22360. WE MENTIONED THEM IN OUR EARLIER TELEGRAM ONLY 
BECAUSE THIS WOULD ENABLE US TO MOVE OUT VIRTUALLY ALL VIETNAMESE 
AT VAYAMA BUT ARE TAKING NO STEPS TO CONTACT THEM IN VIEW OF 
THE JULY 1 CUT-OFF DATE. 

D. RE PARA 4C REFTEL, YOUR ASSUMPTION CORRECT THAT 290 ESTIMATE 
OF REMAINING CAMBODIAN ELIGIBLES BASED ON POPULATION OF 6,300 
CAMBODIANS REFUGEES ON WHOM EMBASSY HAS FILES. MOST OF THE 
REMAINING 13,000 CAMBODIAN REFUGEES BEYOND THE 6,300 ON WHOM 
EMBASSY HAS FILES, ARE SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE VILLAGES AND 
COUNTRYSIDE OF THAILAND SO THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE EMBASSY 
TO SEARCH THEM OUT AND CLASSIFY THEM NEATLY ACCORDING TO THREE 
CATEGORIES. INCLUDED IN THIS GROUP ARE 7,000 WHOM THE UNHCR 
CLASSIFIES AS THAI REPATRIATES FROM CAMBODIA AND NOT REFUGEES. 
FURTHER, MANY OF THE 13,000 ARE ALREADY EARNING A LIVING BY 
TRADITIONAL FARMING AND FISHING AND ARE, IN EFFECT, RESETTLE. 

THEY HAVE NOT CONTACTED THE EMBASSY AND WE HAVE HAD NO CONTACT 
WITH THEM. THEREFORE, EMBASSY HAS NO WAY OF ESTIMATING THESR 
PAROLE ELIGIBILITY. 
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2. AS MENTIONED IN BANGKOK 22493, THERE ARE AN ADDITIONAL 
NUMBER OF REFUGEES WHO APPEAR TO QUALIFY UNDER EXISTING GUIDE- 
LINES EXCEPT THAT THEY DO NOT MEET THE JULY 1 CUT-OFF. WE ARE 
NOT IN ANY WAY ENCOURAGING THOSE ARRIVING AFTER THIS DATE TO 
EXPECT PAROLE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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